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actual shrinkage of the population is a fact. In
spite of the fact that the marriage rate has been
on an ascending scale for the last twenty-five
years, and that the death-rate has had, on the
whole, a tendency to lower, the population does
not increase. Last year there were 50,811 births
against 50,499 deaths, a margin of only 31$ to the
good. But even this is not accurate, since some
SO per cent, of babies born in Paris are sent away
to the country to be nursed. Their lirtlis appear
in the Paris registers, but if they die in infancy,
their deaths are recorded in the provincial com-
mune where the death takes place* Thus Paris
escapes having to record nearly one-third of the
infant mortality which might reasonably be ex-
pected in the city's death roll. Whether it be
the lack of the sporting instinct or not, there is
no gainsaying this proof of lack of breeding
power* And when it is added that only recently
France was obliged to dismiss her Secretary of
Foreign Affairs, at the demand of the German
Emperor, her situation as a world power becomes
pathetically inferior*

The traveller in Spain sees that lh# salient
characteristics of the race are overweening per-
sonal pride, untrustworthiness and cruelty. The
sordid stealing on all sides by Russians during
the war with Japan needs no repetition here*